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THE RECENT STORY OF SKELETON WEED 
—A MENACE TO OUR WHEAT INDUSTRY 
By G. R. W . M E A D L Y , M.Sc , Off icer in Charge, Weeds and Seeds Branch 
SKELETON WEED was first found in Western Australia at Ballidu in 1963. No furth-
er recording was made until December of last year when a small area was located near 
Esperance, but, within a brief period, plants were reported from Geraldton and Kwinana. 
Detailed surveys carried out immediately 
at all sites have indicated that the infesta-
tions are relatively limited, but at least 
at Geraldton, seeding had taken place and 
the full extent of the problem cannot be 
assessed until germination and growth 
occur later in the year. 
All areas have been treated systematic-
ally with TBA (trichlorbenzoic acid), a 
chemical which penetrates the soil and 
has proved effective against several deep 
rooted perennials. The results obtained 
at Ballidu during the past two years lead 
us to believe that skeleton weed can be 
eradicated providing it is discovered before 
becoming widely established. 
Can we learn anything from our recent 
experiences? 
The manner in which the weed has been 
introduced cannot be determined with 
certainty. It is likely that farm equip-
ment brought from New South Wales was 
responsible for the Esperance occurrence 
and the plants at Kwinana probably 
originated from straw packing around 
imported machinery parts. Suggestions 
regarding the other sites include various 
Skeleton weed plants at the rosette stage. Note that the lobes are turned backwards towards the stalk, like the barbs on a spear 
— S.A. Dept. of Agriculture photo 
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This could be the first indication of a skeleton weed outbreak—A few plants in wheat stubble 
— S.A. Dept. of Agriculture photo 
agencies—Wimmera rye grass seed, sheep 
and aircraft from other States. 
It is a simple matter for the small, 
parachute seeds of skeleton weed to be 
carried in many ways—they have been 
found in the cuffs of trousers and in mud 
adhering to shoes—and it is virtually 
impossible to eliminate all avenues of 
entry. * 
Every effort is being maintained to 
prevent skeleton weed from reaching 
Western Australia but recent experiences 
have shown that another line of action is 
essential. 
Officers of the Department of Agricul-
ture are always on the alert for noxious 
weeds such as skeleton weed but the 
farmer himself is most important in this 
Skeleton weed in wheat, South Australia. The growth of cereals can be severely affected 
— S.A. Dept. of Agriculture photo 
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1NEFURAN' 
controls both 
strep and STAPH 
mastitis 
resistance no problem—effective in cases 
resistant to other treatments 
normally two doses are sufficient—one at 
two successive milkings. 
unique Furanjector tor quick, accurate 
dosing 
economical 
'NEFTIN7 Tablets 
relieve calf scours 
in hours 
resistance no problem — effective in 
cases resistant to other treatments 
one dose twice a'day for 1 or 2 days 
economical 
' Nefuran ' and ' Neftin ' Tablets contain nitro- years' medical and veterinary use. Keep both 
furans, germ-killing chemicals distinct from other • Nefuran ' and ' Neftin ' Tablets on hand Your 
drugs. Nitrofurans act more quickly, more posi-
 u s u a | veterinary supplier has stocks 
tively—and resistance is no problem after many 
Write or phone our Veterinary Department for more information or literature. 
Smith Kline and French Laboratories (Australia) Ltd., 
Warringah Road, French's Forest, New South Wales. Phone 40-8261. 
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SKELETON WEED 
This plant, found in the recent Kwinana outbreak, illustrates the skelton-like habit of the weed. The basal leaves are 
usually withered when the plant is flowering. 
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protective field because he has a more 
intimate knowledge of his property than 
any other person. 
It is essential that the farmer is able to 
recognise weeds of importance when they 
first appear. 
To assist in this regard, skeleton weed 
has been widely publicised and we are 
grateful for the ready co-operation of 
the Press, radio and television. Live 
plant specimens have been exhibited at 
various country centres, cards with colour 
illustrations displayed, slides shown at 
theatres and illustrated brochures are 
being widely distributed. 
An article dealing fully with skeleton 
weed, including information regarding its 
likely impact on the West Australian 
wheat industry, was included in the 
November, 1963, issue of the Journal of 
Agriculture of Western Australia and is 
reprinted as Department of Agriculture 
Bulletin No. 3167. This note and the 
illustrations in this issue are to assist all 
interested in Western Australia's agri-
culture—adults and children alike—to 
identify this menace. 
Any plants suspected of being skeleton 
weed should be submitted immediately to 
the Department of Agriculture for identi-
fication. They can be taken direct to the 
nearest district office or forwarded to the 
Department of Agriculture, Jarrah Road, 
South Perth. 
Suspect plants that are seeding should 
be handled with extreme care to prevent 
scattering of the seed. 
Enclosing them in plastic bags appears 
to be the best way of handling seeding 
specimens of skeleton weed. 
For a 
better 
way to 
take care 
of your 
family... SAVE 
Your savings grow faster at 
the R. & I. where your money 
earns Vi/o more interest than 
at any other savings bank. 
'THE BANK THAT LIVES HERE' 
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Maximum performance under all con-
ditions. You can depend on Metters 
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For information of the complete range of 
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No. 60 & 90 
" M " WINDMILL 
Maximum pumping efficiency. 
Advantages include: Main 
gearbox casting line bored. 
• Replaceable, push-in bear-
ings with long-life surfaces 
• Twin-gear wheels auto- mil 
matically line up with 
pinion • Weatherproof gear-
box cover • Perfectly align-
ed, balanced wheel • Wheel 
turns in slightest breeze • Auto-
matic self-oiling • Outstanding tail 
stability • Wheel sizes 6', 8', 10'. 
12', 14.' 
SQUATTERS TANKS 
& STANDS 
Tanks 2000 gall, to 75,000 gall. 
Stands 3ft. to 30ft. 
6 to 8 PUMP GEAR 
Readily adaptable as auxiliary to a 
Windmill during windless periods, 
simply by disconnecting the Mill Pump 
Rod giving a continuous supply of 
water. 
No. 60 & 90 PUMP GEAR 
Self-oiling, easily fitted inside mill 
tower. Short-belt drive. No need to 
remove entire gear when withdrawing 
column pipe for maintenance. Sup-
plied with cradle or mounting for 
petrol or electric motor. Two models 
available—60, with 6 inch stroke; 90, 
with 9 inch stroke. 
CATTLE TR0UGHING 
No. 1 Pattern with'Angle Steel legs, 
framework and stay bars; gauges 20, 
18, 16. Supplied in multiples of 6ft 
PIG TR0UGHING 
Galvanised with cast iron ends. Angle 
steel framework and cross straps 
lengths: 3ft., 6ft., 12ft. 
Gauges 16 or 14. 
SHEEP TR0UGHING 
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